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The word "property" in the 14th Amendment embraces all valuable interests which a person may possess outside of himself 
or herself—outside of life and liberty. | It is more than the mere thing which a person owns; it includes the right to acquire, 


use, and dispose of it, and the Constitution protects these essential attributes.” The right of property has been also defined as 
the right to acquire, possess, and enjoy particular things and objects in any way consistent with the equal rights of others and 


the just exactions and demands of the state.” 


In applying the Due Process Clause, different kinds of property are not distinguished.“ Property interests subject to procedural 
due process protection are not limited by a few rigid, technical forms; rather, "property" denotes a broad range of interests 


that are secured by existing rules or understandings.” In order to constitute a property right for purposes of due process, one 
must have a current valid expectation, based on the government's implied promise to continue this entitlement, in an important, 


personal, monetizable interest.° 


Observation: 
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The definition of property may turn on a question of state law, but if the property interest is found to exist, the question of what 


process is due is a matter of federal law.’ 
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